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BUSE Students Visit Cyclone Idai Affected Areas in Chimanimani

Chancellor
Outstanding

BUSE students in a cyclone Idai affected area in Chimanimani
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BUSE students from the Geography Department represented the University
in Chimanimani during their tour of cyclone Idai affected areas in
Manicaland province from 29 April to 2 May 2019. Apart from educational
purposes, the trip also gave the students the opportunity to hand deliver the
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donations which had been contributed by the BUSE community and the
alumini to help cyclone Idai victims.
The students managed to learn and gather information about the disaster
through direct observations and interacting with some of the victims and



Key Facts About
Influenza

survivors of cyclone Idai as they travelled from Mutare to Chimanimani.

The Meeting Point Newsletter
is a monthly magazine for staff,
students
and
other
stakeholders that is produced
to help them feel connected to
the University. It is published
on the University website.

They assessed the vulnerability of the communities in Chimanimani to

It is produced by the Public
Relations
and
Protocol
Department.

activities. (Continued on page 7)

flooding, landslides and other geophysical hazards. They also visualised
some socio-economic and environmental impacts of cyclone Idai, the
measures being taken in assisting the victims and recorded the Geographic
Position System Coordinates for worst and none affected areas among other
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Vice Chancellor Honours Outstanding Talent
(continued from page 1)

The Vice Chancellor,
Professor E Mwenje
recently honoured all
BUSE
outstanding
students
during
Zimbabwe University
Sports
Association
(ZUSA)
and,
Vice
Chancellors Tournament
Awards Ceremony held
on the 14th of May 2019
at the Main Campus.
The same awarding
ceremony also saw the
recognition
of
outstanding
students
from different student
clubs.

Students from different sporting disciplines namely golf, handball, Paralympics, volleyball, swimming,
basketball and soccer as well as club members for BOOST-Enactus, Rotaract and Fairlight received
certificates of excellence.
Speaking at the awards ceremony, the Director for Sports and Recreation, Mrs Muzuva said the Vice
Chancellor’s tournament is a day where students and staff take time off their regular duties to take stock of
their physical and mental health by engaging in sporting codes of their choice and interest.
Speaking of the ZUSA games she indicated that overally, BUSE is ranked 4th out of 15 universities with a
total of 25 medals in ZUSA mainstream games and 13 medals in the ZUSA Paralympics bringing this to a
total of 38 medals.
Speaking of the clubs, she said the clubs have worked continually to support the disadvantaged in the
community.
The Award ceremony saw some of the students receiving more than one certificate as they managed to excel
in different sporting activities as well as clubs. The event attracted more students and staff as the Vice
Chancellor took his time to appreciate the effort by the students in upholding the University through sports
and clubs.
Speaking at the function, the Vice Chancellor said he was very happy with the way BUSE students raised the
University flag high through sports and clubs. ‘Today the world needs people with different skills. Do not be a person
who just excels academically but should also strive to do the same in sporting activities’, said Professor Mwenje.

The Vice Chancellor thanked the ZB Bank manager for sponsoring the University sporting activities as well
as for attending the ceremony.
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Food Security and Climate Change Student Scores a Hat trick
Among other treatments Ms Chimweta proposed foliar
application of mineral nitrogen to improve nitrogen use
efficiency and minimize nitrate accumulation in soils.
An IPNI award ceremony, funded by IPNI, was held at the
Astra Campus at Bindura University on 15 November
2018. Ms Chimweta said she was delighted to have
scooped the award. “It is out of hard work and never
quitting. I didn’t get it at the first attempt”.
In recognition of outstanding scholastic record and in
appreciation of contributions to the Agricultural Sciences,
Dr. Shamie Zingore presented a certificate and
congratulated Ms Chimweta. “It is a prestigious award, the
competition is very stiff”. This year, only thirty one
recipients got the award world over. In Africa, only three
people got the award and she was the only for Eastern and
Southern Africa. “It is a well- deserved award for Ms
Chimweta.” Dr Zingore encouraged participants to respond
to the next call for proposals. He expressed gratitude to
Bindura University for hosting the ceremony and
suggested that this should be an annual event.
The Pro-Vice Chancellor Professor Wilson Parawira,
congratulated Ms Chimweta and encouraged other young
scientists to follow her example. He thanked Ms
Chimweta’s supervisors for providing guidance to the
student.

Moreblessing Chimweta spraying pesticides in a maize field

Ms Moreblessing Chimweta, a PhD student working on
Flood-Recession Cropping in the Zambezi Valley scooped
three research awards in 2018. The first award was the
Association of African Universities’ Small Grants for Theses
and Dissertations Award worth US$3500. This is a
competitive award given to students studying at African
Universities to assist them with writing their theses.

Professor Justice Nyamangara, who is now the Vice
Chancellor of Marondera University of Agricultural Science
and Technology, graced the occasion as the keynote
speaker. Professor Arnold Bray Mashingaidze of Chinhoyi
University of Technology was the master of ceremony. Dr
Nyakudya, the Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture and
Environmental Science presented on the potential of
floodplains capillary rise to add nutrients to the root-zone
and Professor George Nyamadzawo presented on
integrating rainwater harvesting with nutrient management.

The second award was the International Foundation for
Science (IFS) Award worth US$11653. The IFS award had
an equipment component that enabled the University to
acquire a modern portable leaf area meter worth £4605. The
state of the art leaf area meter (LAM350, ADC-Bio-ScientificUK) was procured from the United Kingdom. The precision
instrument will directly benefit students and scientists in the
University.

Ms Chimweta is working under the supervision of Dr.
Innocent Wadzanayi Nyakudya, Dr. Luke Jimu and
Professor Arnold Bray Mashingaidze. She is expected to
submit her PhD thesis at the end of 2019. She has already
covered tremendous ground and has two peer-reviewed
publications in international journals of repute: Journal of
Physics and Chemistry of the Earth (Elsevier),
International Journal of Pest Management (Taylor and
Francis).

To cap a memorable year, Ms Chimweta received the
prestigious International Plant Nutrition Institute (IPNI) Award
worth US$2000 in September 2018. This award is given to
scholars who would have submitted proposal of high
standing in the field of plant nutrient management. Ms
Chimweta’s proposal was based on application of the four

rights (4-R)-principle of nutrient management in floodplains.
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PROMOTION ANNOUNCEMENT
The Vice Chancellor, Professor Eddie Mwenje and the
entire University community congratulate the following
academic staff on their recent promotions:

Professor Walter Chingwaru
He was promoted from Senior lecturer to Associate
Professor. He is a specialist in Biomedicine and
Microbiology.

Professor Charles Karavina
He is now an Associate Professor.

He holds a Doctor of Philosophy in Bio-medicine from the
University of Maribor (Slovenia), a Master of Science
degree in Applied Microbiology from University of
Botswana and a Bachelor of Science Honours degree in
Biological Sciences from the University of Zimbabwe.

Prof Karavina has a PhD in Plant Pathology (Plant
Virology) from the University of KwaZulu-Natal (South
Africa), and MSc Crop Protection and BSc Agriculture
Honours in Crop Science degrees from the University of
Zimbabwe.

His current research interests include natural product
drug discovery – incorporating phytomedicinal product
development and probiotic product bioprospecting, hostpathogen interactions as well as cancer research.

His research focuses on the identification and
characterization of viruses infecting mainly vegetable
crops with the aim of developing sustainable strategies
to control diseases caused by these viruses. He utilizes
modern technologies to unambiguously characterize the
plant viruses. As a member of the CONNECTED Virus
Network, his research is now biased towards vectorborne diseases in Sub-Saharan Africa.

He published numerous research articles in high impact
peer-reviewed journals and presented his scientific
research work at a number of prestigious international
conferences across the globe. His illustrious research has
earned him recognition by a number of medium to high
impact peer refereed journals where he is editor and
reviewer.

He has published more than 40 articles in peer-reviewed
journals and presented his research output at several
local, regional and international conferences.

He is also a proud owner of a range of prototypes
including a plant-microbe based tool for wastewater
remediation as well as plant and probiotic based
antidiarrhoeal products. Besides his mainstream research,
he maintains keen interest in global public health issues.
He is the current Chairperson of the Biological Sciences
Department.

He has also been involved in several community
engagement activities, including farmer training in
winter wheat production, vegetable production and pest
and disease management.
Continued on page 5
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Professor Ronald Mandumbu
He was promoted from lecturer to Associate Professor.

Dr David Damiyano

He holds a PhD in Crop Science from the University of Fort

Dr Damiyano was promoted from lecturer to senior
lecturer. He holds a BSc degree in Economics and an MSc
in Economics from the University of Zimbabwe. He
obtained his PhD from Durban University of Technology.

Hare in South Africa, a Masters of Science in Crop Protection
and a Bsc (Hons) in Crop Science both from the University of
Zimbabwe.

Dr Damiyano is a development economist with a macro
and interdisciplinary bias.

He is the current Chairperson in the Department of Crop
Science.
He has obtained grants from the Research Council of
Zimbabwe as a Principal Investigator and from RUFORUM as
a co-applicant. He supervises Bsc, Msc and D. Phil students.
Areas of research are Weed Ecology and Physiology,
Agronomy and Crop Protection. He has published more than
38 publications and a textbook.

He is also an examination expert at ZIMSEC, HEXCO, CIS
and IBAS.
He published a number of papers in refereed journals and
reviewed and edited a number of articles in over ten
journals that include the African Statistical Journal and
the The International Journal of Engineering Business
Management (IJEBM).
Through his vast experience and strong networks, Dr
Damiyano linked Bindura University to many external
partners, among them SafeAfrica, Zimbabwe Japanese
Friendship Association, Zimbabwe Women’s Bureau, Pool
Pump and Filter Centre.

Other academic staff who were promoted but whose brief profiles will be published in the next issue include the following:
Professor Charles Pfukwa - He is the Executive Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities. He is now a full Professor of Linguistics.
Professor Innocent Wadzanai Nyakudya - He is the Executive Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture and Environmental Science. He is now an
Associate Professor
Professor Christopher Gadzirayi - He was promoted from Senior lecturer to Associate Professor. He is in the Faculty of Agriculture and
Environmental Science, Department of Agricultural Economics, Education and Extension
Dr Justice Muvengwi - He is now an Associate Professor in the Faculty of Agriculture and Environmental Science, Department of Natural
Resources
Dr Luke Jimu - He was promoted from Senior lecturer to Associate Professor. He is in the Faculty of Agriculture and Environmental Science,
Department of Natural Resources
Mr Artwell Kanda -He is now a Senior lecturer in the Faculty of Agriculture and Environmental Science, Department of Environmental Science
Mr Vincent Munyati - He is now a Senior lecturer in the Faculty of Agriculture and Environmental Science, Department of Agricultural Economics,
Education and Extension
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BUSE Fairlight Group takes a step to impact communities

A Bindura University of Science Education Fairlight Action Group club recently visited Farai Secondary
school in Mvurwi as part of their 2019 goal that is impacting communities through charity.
The visit saw Farai Secondary school leaners, staff, parents, business people, local councillor and other
dignitaries converging at the school.
Among the group who visited the school were motivational speakers who helped both children and the
community with knowledge on environmental awareness, financial literacy, gender based violence, child
labour, child marriages and girl child empowerment.
Speaking at the occasion, Mr Mutambisi, Coordinator Off-Campus Life and Student Financial Assistance
said all the activities were meant to motivate and share life experiences with the underprivileged learners so
that they can make it in life despite their current circumstances.
On the other side, the parents and other members were not left out as they got educated on financial literacy,
which among other issues covered issues to do with financial literacy.
‘The parents were encouraged to engage in income generating projects in order to guarantee their ability to
raise fees for their children,” said Mr Mutambisi.
The students took the opportunity to denounce child marriages and joined parents in the pledge to end child
marriages in Mvurwi.
As a charity group, the Fairlight group identified three students whom they promised to sponsor with fees
until they complete their secondary education.
The school Head, Mrs Chaniwa and local councillor, Mr Mamhare commended BUSE students for saving
from the little they had to help the underprivileged in society and implored upon the beneficiaries not to
disappoint their new sponsors.
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Research and Post Graduate Centre Holds
Four Day Workshop

BUSE

STUDENTS

VISIT

CYCLONE

IDAI

AFFECTED AREA IN CHIMANIMANI

The Research and Post Graduate Centre (RPGC)
held a four day Grant Proposal Writing Workshop
from 7th to 10th May 2019 at the Faculty of Science
Education Campus Boardroom.

Continued from page 1

The team appreciated and analysed the disaster
cycle comprising of preparedness, response,

The workshop was a success as it managed to equip
all participants with grant writing techniques.

recovery and mitigation.

On the first day of the workshop, Dr Mavasera
presented on the objectives of the workshop which
included guiding participants on how to efficiently
locate funding agencies using various media and
tools; how to develop an actual proposals for
submission; how to create an institutional pool of
multi and interdisciplinary grant writers and how to
develop proposal narratives in response to live calls.

Speaking after the trip, Dr Manyani said the

Professor Nyamadzawo was one of the facilitators
who gave a presentation on how to identify grant
opportunities and responding to calls.

which included clothes, shoes, toiletries and

team managed to have hands-on experience
regarding cyclone disasters as they carried out a
number of educational activities.
BUSE community together with its alumni
managed to donate quite a number of stuff

food stuffs.
‘The Department is also grateful to the BUSE
community and the alumni for the generous
donations which were handed over to the
victims of Cyclone Idai’, said Dr Manyani.

Prof Nyamadzawo started by giving his past
experiences as a grant writer where he talked about
many trials before getting his first grant award.
‘I attended four workshops and got a grant after
writing many proposals. So you need to keep on
writing’, said Prof Nyamadzawo.
On
identifying
grant
opportunities,
Prof
Nyamadzawo demonstrated the process using the
internet by giving participants websites address and
links on were one can get information and
opportunities from different sources?
Other presentations at the workshop included
Situation and Problem Analysis; Methodology;
Stakeholder’s Analysis and Logical Framework
Approach.
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BUSE Scientists Clinch a USD30k Microsoft AZURE Grant
Engineers, Mr. Zvirevo Chisadza and Mr.
Silva Chiminya; Computer Scientists, Mr.
Wellington Mapenduka; Mr. Willie
Matombo and Mr. Munashe Taredzerwa
and, Geographic Information Systems
experts.

A team of Bindura University of Science Education scientists
from the Faculty of Science and Engineering were recently
awarded the Microsoft AZURE research grant worthy thirty
thousand United States dollars (USD30 000.00). The grant is
meant to support cloud computing for their project titled
‘Artificial Intelligence for Water Hole Cyanide Detection in
Game Parks.’
The grant is expected to make a tremendous impact towards
the innovation of an early warning AI System for the
prevention of cyanide poisoning in national and private
animal sanctuaries, hence contribute novel intelligent
solutions for the conservation of nature.
The grant allows the team to access an endless list of
Microsoft’s cloud services for efficient data handling and
processing towards the development of their AI based
system. The products include Virtual Machines, App
Services, Storage Accounts, SQL databases and, Azure
Cosmos DB, among other applications. Additionally,
through the grant, the team gets access to expert advice from
scientists at Microsoft.
The grant is testimony of the power of interdisciplinary
teamwork in research – a brainchild of the Innovation and
Business Incubation facet of the Faculty of Science and
Engineering.
The team draws expertise from a Biologist, Dr. Walter
Chingwaru (who is also the team leader); Electronic
Engineers,
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Besides the Microsoft AZURE grant, the
university also received another grant this
year from the European and Developing
Countries Clinical Trials Partnerships
(EDCTP) worthy 100k Euro. The grant was
for Excellence in Research Ethics and, was
awarded to Dr Miidzo Mavesera, a
Research Fellow in the Research and
Postgraduate Centre; Professor Norman
Rudhumbu, the Quality Assurance Director
and Dr Blessing Masamha, a lecturer in the
Faculty of Agriculture and Environmental
Science.
These research grants are testimony of the
university’s desire to maintain a vibrant
research culture.
The Vice Chancellor, Professor Eddie
Mwenje congratulates the research teams
for winning these prestigious research
grants. He said the grant application
process is not a walk in the park, it requires
great effort, hard work and sacrifice to sail
through.

Did You Know?
 The official BUSE facebook
page is buseonline1
 The BUSE official twitter
page is @buseonline1

BUSE Lecturers Publish Heritage Studies Book
sovereignty and governance, national heritage,
the Constitution of Zimbabwe, distribution of
goods and services, climate change and
disasters among other issues.
The book authors aimed to develop among
learners patriotism and responsible attitude
towards the development of Zimbabwe. In a
way, the learners are expected to become
competent, self-reliant and have a sense of
national pride. The thrust of the value-laden
and learner- centered approach in this book
equips them with cultural values that include
Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu, unity and hard work.
Learners develop knowledge and skills to be
initiators in the sustainable use and protection of
natural resources abundant in the country. The
readers appreciate the global issues of climate
change and disasters and cooperatively learn
possible ways of reducing their impact.
(Picture above) One of the book authors, Dr A. Manyani showcasing the
book he published in collaboration with other two authors

Two Bindura University of Science Education academic
staff members namely Dr Albert Manyani and Dr David
Makuwerere recently published a Heritage Studies Book 2
for Secondary Schools in April 2019. They worked in
collaboration with Mr T Mashanga.
The book was published in a way to abate the shortage of
text books for the new school curriculum which was
introduced by the Ministry of Primary and Secondary
Education in 2016. The book was approved by the same
ministry during the first quarter of the year and was
eventually published in April 2019 by Consultus
Publishing Services (CPS).
The book contents comprehensively covers the syllabus
requirements for form two level as provided by the
Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education’s New
Curriculum covering 2015-2022. It focuses on
socialization, national identity, cultural heritage, national

9

Dr Manyani is currently the Chairperson of the
Geography Department under the Faculty of
Science and Engineering whilst Dr Makwerere
is a lecturer in the Peace and Governance
Department which is under the Faculty of Social
Sciences and Humanities.

Lighter Moment
College meals are generally unpopular with those
who have to eat them and sometimes with good
reason.
"What kind of pie do you call this?" asked one
student indignantly.
"What's it taste like?" asked the cook."
"Glue!"
"Then it's apple pie, the chicken and mushroom pie
tastes like soap."

RESEARCH CORNER
Professor Dzomba Produces Environmentally
Friendly Products



The anti-diabetic snack is a food based
alternative remedy for hyperglycaemia
(diabetes type 2).



The herbal shower gel is a pure herbal
extract invigorating cream with skin antiaging properties. In addition, the shower gel
gives the user a new shower experience as it
kills migrant headache, insomnia and stress.



Car wash liquid. This removes stubborn
grime, shines and protects cars from direct
sun rays using sinapate ester technology.



Organic toilet cleaner is a multipurpose
cleaning action for toilet bowel, floors, walls,
shower area and tub. It is strong acid free
and leaves toilets clean and smelling good.

A BUSE Chemical Technology Professor, Pamhidzayi
Dzomba has taken research to greater heights after
inventing a number of environmentally friendly products.
The products which are categorised under Green-Pro
chemicals include chemicals, cosmetics and nutritious
foods.
In his explanation, Professor Dzomba highlighted that
Green-Pro Chemicals are products derived from herbs.
These makes them friendly to both humans and the
environment. He added that the products are also
formulated using locally available raw materials.
The products Professor Dzomba developed include antialopecia cream; anti-diabetic snacks; herbal shower gel;
herbal anti-dandruff shampoo; car wash liquid; organic
toilet cleaner and, organic dish washing liquid.
According to Professor Dzomba, his products works as
follows:
 Anti-alopecia cream reverses baldness in man
and hair line loss in women.







The herbal anti-dandruff shampoo is
naturally made to stop persistent dandruff and,
head ring worms and wounds in children. In
addition, it nourishes cap and hair and, consists of
hair follicle stimulating and strengthening
properties.
Organic dish washing liquid cleans dishes and,
has a substance that makes hands become soft,
beautiful looking and free from marks and
wounds. It is naturally preserved with casonic acid.
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HEALTHY & WELLNESS CORNER






Key Facts about Influenza (Flu)

Runny or stuffy nose
Muscle or body aches
Headaches
Fatigue (tiredness)
Some people may have vomiting and
diarrhoea, though this is more
common in children than adults.

*It’s important to note that not everyone with
flu will have a fever.

How Flu Spreads
Most experts believe that flu viruses spread
mainly by tiny droplets made when people
with flu cough, sneeze or talk. These droplets
can land in the mouths or noses of people who
are nearby. Less often, a person might get flu
by touching a surface or object that has flu
virus on it and then touching their own mouth,
nose or possibly their eyes.

Preventing Seasonal Flu
What is Influenza (Flu)?

The first and most important step in
preventing flu is to get a flu vaccine each year.
Flu vaccine has been shown to reduce flu
related illnesses and the risk of serious flu
complications that can result in hospitalization
or even death. Other preventive actions
include:

Flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by
influenza viruses that infect the nose, throat, and
sometimes the lungs. It can cause mild to severe
illness, and at times can lead to death. The best way
to prevent flu is by getting a flu vaccine each year.





Flu Symptoms
Flu is different from a cold in that it usually comes on
suddenly. People who are sick with flu often feel
some or all of these symptoms:




staying away from people who are sick,
covering coughs and sneezes
frequent handwashing)

These preventive actions help slow the spread
of germs that cause respiratory (nose, throat,
and lungs) illnesses, like flu.

Fever* or feeling feverish/chills
Cough
Sore throat

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/keyfacts/htm
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